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The Familibase Studio
Musicians Group

This programme is open to all and seeks to 
provide an open learning environment for 
young musicians and singers in the local 
area to develop their instrumental and 
musical social skills. We aim to give the 
young people access and ownership of the 
recording studio facility so that they may 
develop their musicianship and be made 
aware of possible career and education 
paths. This programme is a direct result 
of the observations that young musicians 
require access to the recording studio 
and music service. It is a voluntary group 
and the outputs are developed as a result 
of discussions with the young people 
who present to the programme. The 
programme seeks to educate young 
people in music and recording studio 
techniques and develop their musicianship 
and social musicianship.

The area of Ballyfermot has a large 
number of young people who learn music 
or train on an instrument either privately 
or via their school. What seemed to be 
lacking, is a programme focused on having 
young musicians from di� erent disciplines 
playing together and developing social 
musicianship skills. There was also a 
need for a group that young people who 
are beginners or even just interested in 
singing or playing an instrument can 
drop into without fear of entering a 
competition or a space in which they 
would “have to” perform.

While there are many groups for young 
musicians that follow a classical music 
structure, (i.e. choirs and youth orchestras), 
few group teaching programmes focus on 
the skills that a musician must develop to 
play in a contemporary rock or pop band 
in a live or studio setting. A group of this 
nature is inherently diverse. It has young 

people who respond to auditory, visual 
and kinaesthetic learning in di� erent 
degrees. The programme is very hands-on 
with the young people leading the path as 
regards to what needs they have and what 
interests they wish to focus on.

The presence of the recording studio in 
Familibase provides the perfect setting 
for a programme that will focus on 
letting young musicians use their 
individual instrumental skills to play 
together with other young musicians and 
develop their social musicianship. It also 
a� ords us the chance to teach young 
people about the processes used in music 
production and sound recording. By doing 
this, music recording is kept within arm’s 
reach of the young musician community 
rather than something expensive, 
mysterious and unattainable.

The young musicians studio group, is an open group for young musicians, male and female, aged 
10 - 19 years. The group runs once a week in Familibase Ballyfermot Centre for Young People, 
Children and Families. The purpose of this group is to provide a space in which young musicians 
can gain experience playing together to improve their musicianship, social skills and have fun while 
expressing themselves. During the group, members may rehearse together, sing along together in 
karaoke or record themselves while being given professional guidance and musical coaching.

“It takes another � ip on being a 
musician, rather than the theoretical 
side where you’re getting grades, stu�  
on paper, here you get the experience 
of working with other musicians and 
recording equipment and all things 
studio based.”

Chris McMahon, aged 16

“I enjoy playing with lots of 
di� erent people, it’s great 
because you’re showing 
your talents, they’re showing 
theirs and you’re learning o�  
each other.”

Ian Laff an, aged 18

“I’ve been writing my own songs and 
when I heard that you could come in 
here and record music that was perfect 
for me because that’s what I wanna do, 
get tracks down and listen back and 
improve. There’s real freedom within it.”

Aaron Leddy, aged 18

“The group gets people 
together through their love of 
music and helps people meet 
new people. It’s a good way 
for me to express my love of 
music in a studio environment.”

Mark Curley, aged 16

 “Music has always been important to 
me, even when I was small, bangin’ 
on the pots and pans, we’ve all done 
it! I suppose it’s an output, just like 
electricity inside your body, you just 
wanna get it out! Just bang on a 
drum, play something, if you’re ever 
angry or whatever just get it out! Not 
many people have what we have here 
and it’s free, ya know?! So it’s great!”

James Peppard, aged 16



CDYSB, 70 Morehampton Road

Donnybrook, Dublin D04 X797

Tel +353 1 432 1100

Fax +353 1 432 1199

info@cdysb.cdetb.ie

www.cdysb.ie

City of Dublin Education and 

Training Board (CDETB)


